Tiie Superpowers and the Middle East
1970,^ following the acceptance by both sides of a U.S. pro-
posal for a 90-day "standstill ceasefire" as embodied in the
'•Rogers Plan" put forward by the U.S, Secretary of State William
Rogers.1"1 The Big Powers agreed to place their full weight behind
the new peace drive in the Middle East.152 Informed observers
believed that this unity was dictated by the fear shared by both
the United States and the Soviet Union that their respective client
could not be allowed to further raise the tempo of the war with-
out endangering their own security.153 However, within a week
after the ceasefire came into effect, Israel charged on 14 August
i 30 The Palestinian commando organizations, however, refused to observe
the ceasefire and they made guerrilla rocket raids upon Israel from Jordan
soon after the announcement of the ceasefire. Israel warned that she
would hold Jordan responsible for any "acts of aggression" committed
from its territory and would hit back at any breach of the ceasefire.
Statesman, Calcutta, 9 August 1970, p, 1.
is* Some observers believe that the United States acted under the com-
pulsions of a fast deteriorating situation in the Middle East when it came
out with the "Rogers Plan". So long as Israel had a field day on the
battle front, the United States seemed to subscribe to the Israeli theory
that Tel-Aviv could alone take care of the situation; and that left to them-
selves the Arabs and the Israelis would finally settle their disputes. A
change in this situation occurred after the installation of surface-to-air
SAM-3 Soviet missiles in the UAR and the flying of operational missions
by Soviet pilots over Egypt from the end of April 1970. This resulted
in an increased momentum of the war on the Suez front, and heightened
the possibility of the superpowers becoming involved in a clash with one
another. The "Rogers Plan**, which was in essence a reassertion of the
Security Council resolution of 22 November 1967, was the American res-
ponse to the above challenge.
i«2 Following the ceasefire agreement in the Middle East, the U. N.
Secretary General U. Thant reactivated the Jarring Mission immediately
thereafter to begin spadework for peace in the Middle East on the basis
of the "Rogers Plan* and the Security Coondi resolution of 22 Novem-
ber 1967- Statesman, Calcutta, 9 August 1970, p, L
15SAs a result of the ceasefire, the United States is expected to Iceep
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